Multimillion-dollar musical plmﬁiéd for Olympia

SHERAZADE COULD.MOVE ON TO VEGAS
Productions Revel and Gillett produce show

PAT DOMMELLY
GATETTE THEATRE CRITIC

Shernzade, o new multimillion:
dodlar musieal based on the hiro-
e of The Thousand and One
Nights, opens in Montreal in
Miarch at thee Olyepla Thestre,
Producer Patrlck Levy, of Les
Productions Bevel, who is work-
ing with Groupe Spectacles
Gillett to produce the show, sald
the 1, 300-seat Olyepla was on its
way bo heing ramed and replaced
by condes. Then his fripnd Felix
Gray, whose musical Dan Juan
became an international hit,
proposed creating a musical for
Its stape. ]
Lavy, 30, bought the idea and
struck a deal with Gllkett, a eom-
pany with solid experience in all
fmcets of the musical business,

The cast and creative team of
Sherazade were presented yes-
terday at a press conference,
complete with lavish Arabian
nights decor and gourmet cous-
cous, held at & restpurant in the
Baell Centm

Yves Desgagnés will be the
stiape direcior and Guy St-Onge
the musical director

sheraznde's production bod-
et will b 4 miillion to £56 mil-
lion, Levy sald. As well, about
21 million warth of renovation
will b clone to the thestre, which
hiz company now owns, “The
moment vou enber the theatna
o this ghowg™ heir £0dd, “vou'll be
entering into a dream,”

Thie bilea = 0o have the miskeal
about a wily young woman who
saved herself from execution by
spinning mesmerizing tales, in
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resbdence at the Olympla for a
long Montreal rum, After that, it
might head for Las Vegas - or
Dubal.

Hirw long a ron® Untl Sept. 14,
2008, Levy replied. But they're
keeping the Olympia clear of
other bookings until the end of
200A,

The title role of Sherazade will
alternate between Bita Tabbakh
and Audrey de Montlgny
Philippe Berghella will play her
potentially homicidal hoshband,
Soliman the sultan, Other per-
formers inclode Casslopé, as
Djininnia the witch, and Do-
mindgue Hudson of Cruebec Cltw
as Aladin,

An English-language verslon
of Sherazade is already on the
way Levy said. It's in the hamds
of pop singar Corey Hart.

While Levy and his partner in
Productions Revel, Danlel He-
wvah, are new to the musical the-
afre game, they're active in the
pop music business, handling
siich acts as Lara Fabian, Antho-

ny Kavanagh and rhythm and
haes group Warn, which plays the
Ciymipla next weelk,

Director Desgagnds sald he's
alss new io the world of com
merclal musicals. At the mo-
ment he's directing a production
of Harold Pinter's Le retour
(The Homecoming) at Théitre
du Morveau Monde

There will be planty of drama
1o Shsrpesds, he said, bt no dia.
logue, It's a sung-through msi:
cal.

It will hawve an oriental
flavenr and North American en
ergy,” headded.

Sherazade, a musical by Félix
Goray, will apen at the Ohympda
Theatre an ar about March 4,
2005, Tickets go an sale next
week [Sept. 13). For informa-
tion, call 514=-T90=1245 or
BO0-341-4595, or log on ta:
wiwrw.alympiademontreal.com
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ALLEW WliBBS% THE GAEETTE
Philippe Berghella (the sultan) hugs Rita Tabbakh (Sherazade] at
a presentation yestenday of the cazt of the musical Sherazade,
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